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Certificate Under 37 CFR 1 gOri 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is 
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and Trademark Office via facsimile on the 
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Group 




Art Unit. 


Unknown 


Attorney 




Docket No.: 


121036-0089 


Applicant- 


Makoto SANPEIetal 


Invention: 


DAMPER 


Serial No: 


10/576,672 


Filing Date: 


April 21, 2006 


Examiner: 


Unknown 



on. 



October 26. 2006 




Michael S. Gzybo 



Submission of English Translation of International Preliminary Report on Patentability 

Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
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Submitted herewith is the English Translation of the International Preliminary Report on 
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Michael S. Gzybo 
Reg. No- 32,816 



BTJTZEL LONG 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



P. 03/07 

PCT/JP2004/016629 

RECEIVED 

From the INTERNATIONAL BXJREAOENTRAL FAX CENTER 



rLl 

NOTIFICATION OF TRANSMITTAL 
OF COPIES OF TRANSLATION 
OF THE INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT 
ON PATENTABILITY 
(CHAPTER I OR CHAPTER 13 
OF TOE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY) 

(PCT Rules 44Ki3(c) and 72,2) 


T ° : OCT 2 6 2006 

YOSHIDA Toshi© 

YOSHIDA PATENT OFFICE HoJZQZ, Hillside Ebleu BWfc., 21-11. 

Ebi&uminaml 1-cbome, Shlbuy*-ku, Tokyo 

15O0022 

JAPON 


Date of mailing (day/mcnsii/ycar) 

03 August 2006 (03-08.2006) 


Applicant's or agent's file reference 
19624 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 
PCT/JP2004/016629 


International filing date (dayfawruhfycar) 

1 0 November 2004 (1 0.1 1 .2004) 



Applicant 



NOK CORPORATION et al 



L Transmittal of the translation to the 



r^rr The International Burean transmits herewith a copy of the English translation of the international preliminary report on 
I — I patentability (Chapter I). 

□ Tteloteroatkmalft 
patentability (Chapter II). 



2. Transmittal of the copy of the translation to the designated or elected Offices. 

The toienmtional Bnrean notifies the applicant that copies of that translate have been transmitted to the following designated or elecied 
Offices requiring such translation; 

None 

Tte following designated or elected Offices, having waived die reqniiemfint for such a transmittal at this time, will tecejve copies of that 

translation from the International Bureau only upon their nsqnest 

AE, AG, AU AM, AF, AT, AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR, BW, BY, BZ, OA, CH..CN, OO, CR, CU, C2. DE, DK, DM DZ, EA, 
EC EE EG, EP ES R.GB, GD. QE, GH, GM, HR, Hi), ID, IL, IN, IS, JP. KE, K<^Kr\ KR, KZ. LC ,LK, * ^U, 
LV, MA MD MG, MK, MN, MW, MX, MZ, NA, Nl, NO, NZ, OA, OM. PG, PH, PL. PT. RO, RU, SC. SD, SE. SG, 5K. SL, 
SY TJ, TM, TN. TR TT, TZ, UA, UG. US, UZ, VC, VN, YU, ZA, ZM, ZW 



3. RiranjM**- ™e"^™e franriafem Into (one of) <be oflSdal laggwigefr) of the elected Qfficefo). 

The applirani is reminded thai, where a translation of the mtcmational ^cation miist be translation 
nmst «)ntain a translation of any annexes to the intarnattonaJ preliminary report on patentability (Chapter H). 



It is the applicants responsibility to prepare and famish such translation directly to each elected Office concerned within the 
impficabfe time findt (Hide 74.1). See Vahuas H of the PCT Applicant's Guide for f— »™ 



The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombetles 
1211 Geneva 2a Switzerhmd 



Facsimile No. 441 22 338 82 70 



Authorized officer 



Yoshiko Kuwahara 



Facsimile No. +41 22 338 82 70 
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PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 

(Chapter I of the Patent Cooperation Treaty) 



RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

OCT 2 6 2006 



(PCT Rule 44te) 


Applicant* s or agent's file reference 
19624 


FOR FURTHER ACTAON 


See item 4 below 


IntemationaJ application No, 
PCT/JP20P4/01 6629 


Internationa] Sling date (daymonth/ycar) 
10 November 2004(10.11-200*) 


{Priority dale (dayfatonxhfycar) 
|l2 December 2003 (12.12L2O03) 


International Patent Classification (8th 
See relevant information in Form P 


edition unless older edition indicated) 

CT/r3A/237 . — — 


Applicant 



1 This imeroationa] preliminary report on patentability (Chapter D is issued by the Irtf*™tional Burcan on behalf of the 
Intemaonnal Searching Authority under Rale 44 bisA{a). 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet- 
In the attached sheets, any reference to me written opinion of thelniexnational Searching Authority should be read as a 
to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 



4. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
~~ Basis of the report 

Priority 

Noiwstahlishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 

Lack of rarity of invention 

Reasoned statement rmder Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive Step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 





Bo* No. I 


□ 


Box No.H 


□ 


Box No. IH 


□ 


Box No. IV 




Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VH 


□ 


BoxNo.Vm 



; (Rule A4bu .2). 





Tjaie of issuance of this report 
27 July 2006 (27.07.2006) 


The International Burean of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


Authorized officer 

Yoshiko Kuwahara 

e-mail: pt07@wipo.int M1 _, 


Form PCT/IB/373 (January 2«W) 
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P. 05/07 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 



From the 



To: 


PCT 

WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

(PCT Rule 43Ws.l) 


Date of inaQiog 


AppEcant'B or agent's fBe reference 

19624 


FOR FURTHER ACTION 

Sec paragraph 2 below 


latcraMiornf application No. 

PCT/JP2O04/Q16629 


International fling dMc (daytmonihfyear) 

10.11.2004 


Priority date (dt&mtmtMycar) 

12.12.2003 


Intcxnatxaiial Patau CUsn6cat)0O (IPC) or both national classification and JPC 


Applicant 

NOK CORPORATION 



L This opinion contains i 




Box No, I 


□ 


Box No, II 


□ 


Box No. m 


□ 


Box No. IV 




BoxNo.V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. Vn 


□ 


Box No. VID 


2. FURTHER ACTION 



dictions relating to the following 
Basis of the 



Non-eatabiiuhraent of opinion with regard lo novelty. 
Lack of wiry of invention 



inventive step and industrial applicability 



Svc step or Uxhwtrial 



t under ftpJe 1(a)(1) with regard to i 
d expiacauoro supporting meh s 

Certain doc omenta cited 

(^eftatn defeats m the wt ffrn*f^ t^*^^ F application 
Certain observations oo the intcmationat application 



If a demand for international preliminary examination is node, this opinion wiO be considered to bo a written opinion of the 
International Prdinnnary Examining Authority (TPEA") except thai this does not apply wham the nopBcanl chnoHwt an Authority other 
than this one to bo the IP&A and the ehosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rale 66.1fcfc(b) that written opinions of 
this Inlmiatjonml Snanmrog Authority will not be so considered. 

6 provided above, comridrred to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the appfceanl is invited to submit to the IPEA a 
icr. where auoroooeie. with ameodmcDts. before rhs ^<im.*tiri of 3 roootnii from the date of maxima of Ihjuu 



If this opinion is* as p rov i ded above, comridrred to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applieani is is 
wrjiicn reply together, where appropriate, with amendmeats, before the expiration of 3 monlbs troro 
PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, whichever expires later. 

For tether options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 



For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA/220. 



Name and mailing, address of the ISA/IP 


Aothc 


nzed offices 


Facsimile No. 




xone No. 
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IIilenuUiDaal application No< 
prT/JP2O04/0l662 9 



c No. I Barfs of this opinion 



7 W1 tt r^ d ,o totanW ^o^0.l»b < «c^b U ^0», he b B5iS 0f« b c »PPI*«H» in the U« i. which h w« 
filed unloas oliwwiie indealrd tmdei this UaD- 

□ TT« op-oioo h~ c***^ oa the » <™» «~ ^ langu«gc inJnlh; FoU^nc 

1 — J 1 ^_ f .w^*_.i ^ of irternatioonl search (ondcf 



. which is the Ungnage of a traidalkrft finished far Mm pwposc* < 



Rde 123 and 23.1(b)). 



2 Withrc^dto any cue**** aad/or am** add ao,^ diacWd m i-er^ona) location ax* ncccW to the claim* 



invention this opinion has been rgnhlifihoo 00 the basis o£ 

a. type of material 
j _J a aeoucacc liatiog 
1 [ taWs>itdJtedtothcwJ9 a = mK «^ 

b. fern 

□ 
□ 

c . Uhk of filinj/temstiinB 
Q contained in the irmrabooal application « filed. 

p"| filed together witto the inienxatio<-l application in computer readable form. 

died or coca ™t s o bcyoiJ th^ appKr^a as as appropriate, wer* tnraished 
4. Additional oonimuits: 



Form PCT7JSA/257 (Bo? No- (January 20<K) 
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Box No. V 



WRITTEN OPINIDN OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 

«nder Kale 43bha(a)<i> with rt^rt to i*>velt>, inventive *tep orUxtostriAl appl^b^ 
otgflonfl and S£fcjggggng aopporthag such rtamami «ppucaomiy, 



loernatioiB] application No. 

PCT/JP2004/016629 



Novdty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



1-6 



Claims 



YES 
NO 



Claim* 1-6 

Indoitrial applicability (IA) fj,^ J^g 



YES 
NO 



YES 
NO 



Document 1; JP 8-73679 A (Bridgestone Corporation), 19 March 1996, claims and 
paragraphs 0009, 0010, 0013, and 0020-0022 

Document 2: JP 5-1 80267 A (Fuji Kifco Co.. Ltd.), 20 July 1993, paragraph 0002 
Document 3: JP 5-1013 V (Mitsubishi Motors Corporation), 8 January 1993, claims 

(Claims 1 and 2) 

The inventions of claims 1 and 2 do not appear to involve an inventive step based 
on document 1. 

Document 1 describes a polymeric cross-linked material obtained by 
ethylene-propylene rubber containing 60 weight % or moie of an ethylene with a 
material with a low molecular weight. It also describes that the ethylene-propylene 
rubber may be in the form of EPDM (ethylene^propylene-diene terporymer), 
c ©polymerized with a diene; that the molecular weight of the rubber is 40,000 or 
more (this level of molecular weight is found to produce the Mooney viscosity of 40 
or more); that an organic material with the number average molecular weight of 
5.000 or less, such as a poly-a-otefin oligomer, is used and cross-linked with an 
organic peroxide, to be used as a vibration-resistant, damping, and/or cushioning 
material 

A person skilled in the art can easily use the material described in document 1 , 
which is intended to be used as a vibration-resistant, damping, and/or cushioning 
material, as a damping material for an automotive damper. In doing so, it is not 
particularly difficult to use a mixture of ethylene-propylene copolymer (EPM) and 
EPDM. 

Claims 3-6 

The inventions of claims 3-6 do not appear to involve an inventive step based an 
documents 1-3. 

As described in documents 2 and 3, it is common for a person skilled in the art to 
fit a damper mass, attached to the rim of a hub via a damping vibration-resistant 
rubber, onto the end of a crankshaft for an automotive engine, as well as fitting a 
flywheel to the end of the crankshaft. 



Ffwm PCT/ISA7237 (Bm No. V) (, 



2004) 
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